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Vineyards Promise Campaign Update:
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Al oo ... a message from Chairman George Walters
Juliana Fuller The acronym for the Vineyards Promise Campaign is has been collected in pledges and donations. We are confident
Janice Gazdic VPC, but clearly the results accomplished to date, VPC also that the Vineyards Promise Campaign will not only reach but

Thomas Gazdic
Vip Grover stands for Very Promising Campaign. Yes, the solicitation of possibly exceed its stated goal. The more recent fundraising
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Upcoming events at Avow...

November 12

¢ Children’s Grief Support Workshop, 9 AM - 1 PM

* Rainbow Day Pet Memorial Service, 10 AM

November 14

* Remembering Memorial Service, 7 PM, Marco Island

November 17

* Caregiver Retreat: Coping with the Holidays, 6 PM

January 28
» Avow Hospice Regatta & Shore Party at Avow

March 24
» Avow Hospice Butterfly Ball, Grey Oaks

March 25
» Avow Hospice Butterfly Release, Cambier Park

April 11

* Golf Tournament Fundraiser, Vineyards Country Club

Visit www.avowhospice.org for more details or call (239) 261-4404.
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Ti reasures s Bsooks

Resale Shop

‘0‘835 Holiday Boutique
Opens Nov. 5
3601 Tamiami Trail N.

(in the Parkshore Centre)
Open M-S, 10-4
649-0201

Furniture, home decor, clothing,
accessories, books & more!

sales benefit AVOW HOSPICE ‘

Captains in the various Vineyards communities,
the training of those individuals, the many
meetings that were held, the hundreds of letters
written and sent out to Vineyards residents,
and follow-up phone calls, have resulted
in attributing to and putting us on track for
reaching our campaign goal of $500,000 by
December 31, 2011.

The county-wide Promise Campaign for
Avow Hospice is also striving to accomplish
the $10,000,000 goal by the end of the year and
we are confident we will reach it. Has it been
challenging? Yes, especially in this economy,
it would take significant effort to achieve this
goal. During campaign brainstorming sessions,
the Board and management staff at Avow
Hospice discussed various ways to attain our
goal. It was quickly determined that prevailing
strategies would require reaching out to more
people than in previous campaigns.

Since several Board members live in
upscale communities in Naples, we decided
success might be achieved by running
mini community campaigns in our own
neighborhoods of Pelican Bay, Vineyards and
Grey Oaks. Our mini-campaigns would give us
an opportunity to directly build awareness and
seek financial support for Avow from more than
10,000 residents.

I am pleased to report that the first of our
mini-campaigns, the Pelican Bay Promise
Community Campaign for Avow, has exceeded
its goal of $1 million. To date over $1.2 million

George Walters, Jr.

Thank you Captains!
Avow Hospice would like to
extend a sincere thank you
to the following Vineyards
Campaign Captains for their
efforts in seeking support for
Avow Hospice.

Bill Morgan, Avellino Isles
Alex Dusek, Fountainhead
George Walters, Fountainhead
Will Orlove, Laguna Royale
Anna Marston, Lalique
Bob Almond, Hammock Isles
Dick Lacy, Silver Oaks
Dennis Landgraf, Valley Oak
George Merritt, Sonoma Lakes
Eric Kronen, Terracina
Bruno deBrun, Terracina
Donna Hussey, Vista Pointe
Louise Rhein, Napa Ridge Villas
Diane Stewart, Villa Florenza
Tom Stitt, Wedgewood

Vanguard:

efforts in Grey Oaks are also showing promising
results.

As Chairman of the Avow Hospice Board
of Directors and as a Vineyards resident, [ knew
that the people in the Vineyards community
would respond to our request to provide donated
funds to perpetuate the programs and services
and the important value that Avow has provided
to Collier County for 28 years. A testament to
my optimism was revealed when the “Serve,
Swing & Celebrate at the Vineyards” campaign
kick-off fundraiser, held last November, raised
more than $100,000 for Avow!

It has been a heartwarming and rich
experience to guide and work with so many
wonderful neighborhood campaign captains.
These Vineyards residents elected to donate
their time and energies to assist in bringing the
Vineyards Promise Campaign to a successful
conclusion by year end. I profusely thank each
of you for stepping up to the plate when asked
to be part of something meaningful. To the
Vineyards residents who have already donated
and become part of the Promise, I extend a
sincere thank you for choosing to support Avow
Hospice.

To those of you who may just be learning
about the Vineyards Promise Campaign or are
still considering making a gift or pledge, we
trust that you too will want to be part of the
Promise which is Avow, and we thank you in
advance for your support.

The leading position in a movement, or the people who occupy such position.



Education is Key

When Vista Pointe Captain

Donna  Hussey attended y
Promise Campaign training

at Avow, she discovered 74"

that Avow Hospice offered

professional speaking

engagements on a variety of

end-of-life topics including

creating a living will. Donna,

a former nurse, thought it would be beneficial for her
neighbors to learn more about the Advance Directive
(Living Will) process and about the services available from
Avow. With the help of Avow Hospice representatives,
Donna planned a special gathering at the Vista Pointe
club house in March. Donna peaked the interest of her
neighbors by inviting them to dust off their living wills and
come learn about the “best kept secret” in the community
(Avow). More than twenty people gathered for the social/
educational evening - all walked away with great tips on
living wills and a little insight on the services available at
Avow.

If you would like to arrange to have an Avow Hospice
representative speak to a group about living wills or about
the services available from Avow, call Deb Jonsson at
649-3689.

Coming Full Circle
Sonoma Lakes Captain George Merritt knows first hand
how effective Avow Hospice’s services can be. His
. wife, Marion, was cared for by
W Avow in 2008. As campaign
captain for his Sonoma Lakes
¥ neighborhood, George
described his experience in
<) a series of letters sent to his
& neighbors with hopes to
b educate and inspire support
for Avow. While his role
as neighborhood captain
only required him to
engage his neighbors,
George quickly decided
to expand his effort by
reaching out to his golf
buddies, out-of-town family members and even former
work colleagues.

George, a retired marketing executive, found his
letter writing exercise invigorating so he began writing
additional fundraising and marketing style letters “just for
fun.” He offered his writings to Deborah Jonsson, Public
Relations Manager at Avow. He described his writing

exercise as purely therapeutic and offered each letter
with the caveat that he would fully understand if [Avow]
preferred to place them in the “round file.”

When it came time for the Avow Advancement team to
develop the spring general fund appeal, Deborah shared
George’s letters with the team. It was obvious that George
certainly had a way with words and his personal Avow
story was very poignant. The hidden gem, however, was
revealed in the way he described Avow as “the best friend
he never knew he’d have.” The rest is history as they say.
George’s letter was mailed to over 8,000 Avow Hospice
supporters and the response was impressive. George’s “best
friend I never knew I’d have” concept also became the key
theme in the Avow Hospice 2011-2012 season television
PSAs. While Avow may have been the best friend George
Merritt never knew he’d have, the feeling came full circle
for Avow Hospice. Mr. George Merritt has turned out to be
one of the best friends we (Avow) never knew we’d have -
and we’re lucky to have him!

Join the IDNATBCP Club
When Avellino Isles resident Bill
Morgan volunteered to serve as
a campaign captain, he offered
an unusual idea for engaging
his neighbors. His concept
was to start a birthday/
holiday club. Bill, now at
a point in his life where
he has “all that he really
needs,” determined that
rather than continue to
accumulate a collection
of unnecessary gift
items, “why not
encourage my
family and friends to
give a more meaningful gift? [ certainly don’t need another
tacky tie!” he stated. And voila! the “I Don’t Need Another
Tacky Birthday or Christmas Present” Club was born.

The concept involves informing your friends and
family to give a gift to Avow Hospice “in your honor”
instead of purchasing a gift. When Avow receives gifts
“in honor” the donor may request that the honoree receive
an acknowledgement of the gift that takes the form of a
greeting card. Bill shared the idea in a letter to his neighbors
and also posted fliers in his neighborhood club house. Bill
is hopeful that the idea will take off and Avow will be the
recipient of many gifts made in honor in the future.

If you’d like to encourage your family and friends to do
the same or would like to start your own club, contact Deb
Jonsson at (239) 649-3689 to discuss how it works.

Leaving a Legacy
Each spring 1,000 people gather in Cambier Park for the
Avow Hospice Butterfly Release. Mary Gorlach was part
of this event—celebrating the life of her husband Hank.
Mary also honored Hank by placing a bench and brick in
the Royal Palm Courtyard on the Avow campus. Each
month, Mary visited the courtyard. She said she felt close
0 her husband there and remarked that
the only thing missing was a fountain.
Just before Mary died, the Naples
Area Board of Realtors gave the
courtyard a facelift and added a
fountain. Unfortunately, Mary
did not get to see the fountain.
Mary graciously remem-
bered Avow in her estate plans. Her
dear friend and Vineyards resident Dennis
Landgraf, helped facilitate this legacy gift. He
knew of her love for the Butterfly Release and her sug-
gestion of a fountain for the courtyard. Because of this,
he felt it would be appropriate to use Mary’s legacy gift to
endow the Butterfly Release and to name the fountain in

the courtyard.

We are humbled by Mary’s generosity and that of so
many others like her. Thank you for joining with Mary and
your neighbors in supporting Avow. Thank you for build-
ing Avow one person at a time.

Golf Fundraiser
Planned on April 11

Save the Date!
Planning is just getting started for a golf tournament
fundraiser to be held at the Vineyards Golf Club on April
11, 2012. If you are interested in joining the planning
committee or if you (or your company) would be interested
in being a sponsor, please contact Deb Jonsson at (239)
649-3689.

It’s Not Too Late...
Be Part of the Promise and
Help Us Achieve Our Goal!

Gifts and pledges are still being accepted for contribution
to the Vineyards Promise Community Campaign for Avow
Hospice. The following methods of giving are available to
Promise campaign donors:

* QOutright Gifts
Gifts of cash, securities, real estate and other tangible
personal property are tax deductible as allowable by
law. Gifts of highly appreciated securities and property
may offer attractive tax advantages to donors. Pledges
may be paid over three to five years.

* Life Income Gifts
Life income gifts will provide Avow the use of funds for
years to come. By establishing life income gifts, donors
have the satisfaction of making a gift to Avow while
retaining the income from the assets for their lifetime or
the lifetime of a loved one.

* Bequests
Gifts through wills build the endowment and ensure
that the donor’s contribution and name are preserved in
perpetuity. Bequests often provide the best opportunity
to fulfill a special interest in or make a significant gift to
Avow.

Donors may realize substantial income and tax benefits,
depending on the type of gift donated to Avow.

For more information about ways to give, planned giving,
endowment or naming opportunties, contact the Avow
Hospice Advancement Department at (239) 261-4404. Gifts
are also accepted via our web site at www.avowhospice.org.
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Stay tuned for Promise Campaign goal announcements
planned in mid-November! If you miss our news releases,
you can get all the updates through Avow’s web site at
www.avowhospice.org.



